FORCED   LABOUR
There can be no question that forced labour robs
the labourer of his liberty and of his initiative in
industry, and is in point of fact a relic of the barbar-
ous rule which civilised nations claim to have re-
placed. Not only so, but we must remember that
every student agrees that compulsory labour is un-
economic ; Mr. H. B. Butler, Deputy Director of
the International Labour Organisation, illustrating
the disastrous results of forced labour in almost
every African territory, quoted the following :
" You have got the fact that in French Equatorial Africa
the native population dropped from something like
4,500,000 to 3,000,000 in a little more than twenty
years. One has statements such as those of the Governor
of Madagascar, that the death-rate, due to forced labour
was something like 50 per cent. For a time the economic
significance of these facts was not appreciated/* *
Mr. Butler cited the other side of the picture, in
showing the enormous economic success which had
marched with the increasing settled order, good
government, and abolition.of servile conditions in
African possessions. His figures, which I quote,
are indeed eloquent:
" If you look at the figures of the trade of the British
Empire since 1900, you will find that the trade of the
African possessions, leaving out the Union of South
Africa, with the Mother country, has increased some-
thing like 700 per cent., a far greater percentage than
1 Mr. H. B. Butler at the Annual Meeting of the Anti-Slavery
and Aborigines Protection Society, May 1928.